
My Experience in Germany. G7

done with my military duties. And to steal myself

away from the service of my country was what I

abhorred ; consequently, I wrote to my captain, and

told him all, imploring him in the mean time to

forgive me the one year of my reserve duties, as it

had now become impossible for me to stay, the prep-

aration to get off having all been made. The cap-

tain answered immediately, that it was not in his

power to allow me the whole twelve months, but

owing to my good behavior in actual service, he

could and would forgive me six months, and no

more. I went to the Chief Justice (Oberammtmann)
of my birth place, where also I then resided, and

told him all from beginning to end.

The Chief Justice was very kind to me and ex-

ceedingly accommodating. He gave me papers to

travel with; I might go where I wished to go, ex-

cept to Switzerland and America. This would have

been all right for me, had not the under officer,

who had to countersign the papers, put in plain let-

ters his own authority there in the follawing words :

^'Possessor of these papers is a soldier." Of cOurse

this ruined all. If called upon to show them away
from home, any police officer (Gend-arm) might

have sent me back to my native town. So we burned

the papers, and v/ere ready to depart v^^ithout any.

Father advised me to wear a coat he had made far

iiiCj with some e?:tra lining and padding inside^


